
trad
ition

s un
ite

 or d
ivid

e
? Is local 

b
etter t han glo

b
a

l? D
o trad

itio
ion

s u
n

ite
 or d

ivid
e

? C
an

 old
 

so
lu

tio
n

s solve n
ew

 p
ro

b
le

m
s? Is 

glo
b

a
l b

etter than
 local? C

an
 old

   
old

 so
lu

tio
n

s solve new
 p

ro
b

le
m

s? 
Should

 architecture b
e p

o
p

u
la

r? 
D

o trad
ition

s un
ite

 or d
ivid

e
? Is 

local b
etter than  glo

b
a

l? C
an

 old
 

so
lu

tio
n

s solve n
ew

 p
ro

b
le

m
s? 



iii.

What is your favourite 
building or space?

ii.

Do you agree, 
or disagree?

A building's style should 

be in context with 

surrounding buildings.

Sustainable buildings 

are more important 

than beautiful ones.

Looks don't matter if 

buildings are made with 

traditional techniques 

and materials.

Loss of traditional 

architecture will lead to a loss 

of identity and heritage.

Cities are losing their 

character.

Loss of traditional 

architecture will lead 

to a loss of identity 

and heritage.

It doesn't matter how 

buildings are created as long 

as they look right.

D
ISA

G
R

EE
PA

R
TIA

LLY D
ISA

G
R

EE
N

EU
TR

A
L

PA
R

TIA
LLY A

G
R

EE
A

G
R

EE

Sustainability and the environment  51.61%

Preserving heritage  46.77%

Technique  41.94%  

Materials  24.19%

Bu
ild

in
g 

an
d 

pr
es

er
vi

ng
 id

en
ti

ty
 w

it
hi

n 
co

m
m

un
it

ie
s 

  5
9.

68
%
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 context  51.61%

Appearance  20.97%
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i.

Which aspects of traditional 
building, architecture, 

and urbanism are most 
important to you? 

The Rose Reading,
New York Public Library

The Barbican, London

Havana, Cuba

Süleymaniye Mosque, Istanbul

St Colman’s Cathedral, Ireland

Taj Mahal, Uttar Pradesh

Ajanta Caves, Maharashtra 

Villa Borghese, Rome

Alhambra, Granada

Mont-Saint-Michel, Normandy

Lahore Fort World Heritage Site, Pakistan 

Sydney Opera House 

Boston Public Library

Underfall Yard, Bristol

St Pancras Station , London

Traditional houses in the Balkan region

Maricel Palace, Sitges

NOTES

The overwhelming majority of survey respondents chose 

public buildings. Most of the selected buildings are older 

and established pillars of their communities, or 

globally-recognised icons of specific places. 

Interior space seemed as important a consideration 

for respondents as building exteriors and the urban 

space they create. 

The INTBAU World Congress is an opportunity to discuss 
and debate some of the most pressing issues facing the 
built environment in communities around the world.  
We asked our network of 32 chapters and 6,000 members 
to share their thoughts on some of the #difficultquestions 
raised by this year’s Congress themes.

@intbau 
 #difficultquestions


